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PRESBYTERIANS ALL—Northern and Southern Presbyterian young people make common cause as they sail 
from New York aboard the 8. 8. Marine Jumper for the second World Conference for Christian Youth, Oslo, 
Norway. (See also page 3.)—RNS Photo. 
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Letters to the Editors 





Better Check First on War Relief Appeals 





Atlanta Office Will Help 


To the Editors: 

Would you mind inserting in your next 
issue the following announcement, which 
we consider rather important for the rea- 
son that we have run into many instances 
in which letters have been coming to our 
people from overseas, and our people have 
responded with direct help of various 
kinds, and we think some of the letters 
are of dubious merit. 

PRESBYTERIANS ARE URGED TO 
WRITE TO WAR RELIEF CAMPAIGN 
DIRECTOR, ROY LeCRAW FOR INFOR- 
MATION ABOUT INDIVIDUAL FAMILIES 
IN WARTORN COUNTRIES. 


Many letters are being received by 
Presbyterians from foreign countries, re- 
questing money, clothing, food and other 
aid. Some of these letters are coming 
from worthy people, but a great many of 
them are not. Dr. Vernon 8. Broyles, 
chairman ot Assembly’s Committee on 
War lhelief, announces that the office of 
the War Relief Campaign Director, Roy 
LeCraw, Box 1433, Atlanta 1, Georgia, is 
prepared to check letters that are received 
by our members and report as to their 
merit. 

All of our members are therefore re- 
quested to forward such letters to Mr. Le- 
Craw, who will make an individual report 
in each case. Dr. Broyles further an- 
nounces that our office also has individual 
names of qualified Protestant people in 
wartorn countries, who need help and are 
worthy of it. 

Church World Service, of which our 
War Relief effort is a part, is dealing with 
thousands of people in wartorn lands, and 
for that reason is not extremely anxious 
to put our relief on an individual basis, 
but to any of our Presbyterians who de- 
sire a personal contact with a worthy 
family abroad and who particularly de- 
sire to personalize their giving, it can 
be said that they will be furnished names 
of worthy families if they communicate 


with the director. 
ROY LeCRAW, 
Campaign Director. 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Says Jesus Christ 
Was Disappointed 
To the Editors: 

As a commissioner to the General As- 
sembly I was struck by the fact that 
there seemed to be so little of the power 
of the Holy Spirit in meetings of that 
body. I realize that the fault may have 
been with me. But I went with the ex- 
pectation of receiving inspiration, revival 
and encouragement. I came away disap- 
pointed and cold. 

There were two exceptions to this lack 
of spirituality. One was the Sunday 
morning Bible class taught by Dr. An- 
derson. I venture to say that there were 
few dry eyes at the close of this class. 
It had the spirit of worship that is so 
hard to define and yet so easy to detect. 
And any service of the church whether 
it be a worship period or a business ses- 
sion is a failure if it does not have evi- 
dence of the Lord’s presence. The other 
case was the Religious Education pro- 
gram put on by the four young people. 
While their lines were usually read, yet 
the very expression and gesture of these 
boys and girls showed that they were 
telling of a heart-felt experience; and 
that that experience had been with the 
Lord; and that théy were new creatures 
in Christ Jesus. 

Perhaps this coldness of the Assembly 
was caused by the contention and discord 
on some of the main issues that were be- 
fore the body. No one believes more 
strongly than I do in contending for what 
I believe is right. And yet in democratic 
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fairness I have to bow to the wish of 
the majority. Then this lack of spiritual- 
ity may have been caused by the lack of 
recognition of the unknown commissioner. 
We Presbyterians pride ourselves on not 
having prelates, and yet it is plain to see 
that a few big men rule the order of the 
Assembly, (I do not include the stated 
clerk in this). ; 

All in all I believe that Jesus Christ 
was disappointed in the 87th General 
Assembly. 

BRUCE McDONALD. 
Inwood, W. Va. 


Liston Sermon 
To the Editors: 

Have just read “Sin of My Youth” by 
Pr. Liston in THE OUTLOOK. 

Am wondering if you can prepare me 
some reprints of this article in pamphlet 
form vor otherwise? This ought to be 
read and pondered by every thinking 
Presbyterian. THE OUTLOOK has a good 
coverage, but am thinking about a special 
mailing list, 

Cc. A. CALCOT. 
Birmingham, Ala. 


® EDITORS’ NOTE—Sorry, but we do 
not have reprints available. You might 
try the Christian Education Office, 410 
Urban Bldg., Louisville, Ky., for Dr. Lis- 
ton’s “Folklore of Presbyterianism,” 
where he treats the same problem. 


Universal Military Training 
To the Editors: 

In recent months many church groups 
have gone on record as opposing Univer- 
sal Military Training. The text of some 
of those resolutions makes it obvious that 
there is much ignorance among the ec- 
clesiastics as to the proposed plan for 
UMT. In view of the recent report of 
the President’s civilian advisory commit- 
tee, I think it behooves us to get hold of 
some correct information. 

If any ministers or church organizations 
desire a good, brief coverage of UMT trum 
the moral and religious angle they shoud 
write the OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF 
CHAPLAINS, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C., and ask for a 
copy of the article “REPORT ON THE 
FORT KNOX EXPERIMENT WITH THE 
UNIVERSAL MILITARY TRAINING PRO- 
POSAL.” This report was made by Chap- 
lain (Lt. Col.) Imrie, an Episcopalian, and 
is presented in a style which makes it ex- 
cellent as source material for a discussion 
group, young people’s program, etc 

A few points in particular about the 
proposed UMT plan seem to be misunder- 
stood: (1) The trainees would not be in 
the Army. They would remain civilians 
(Those now at Fort Knox, of course, are 
in the Army—no others were available 
to form the experiment). They could not 
be sent overseas during their training 
nor be used as soldiers during that time. 
They would not be subject to the Articles 
of War or military law. A special code 
of conduct and law would be made for 
them by Congress. (2) In event of war 
they could be drafted or called to active 
duty only on the same basis as all other 
citizens, (3) At the end of six months 
training they could elect to remain for 
another six months or could choose to 
continue their training in college ROTC 
or at home in the National Guard. 

I am not a “militarist,” nor am I 
hereby campaigning for UMT. I am cam- 
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paigning for some intelligent considera. 
tion on the part of our church people 
and leaders of this important question 
now confronting us as a nation. 


DUNCAN N. NAYLOR, 
Chaplain, USA. 
Fort Bragg, N. C. 


It’s In Fayetteville 


To the Editors: 

Is the University of Arkansas in Bates- 
ville or Fayetteville (OUTLOOK, June 23, 
p. 12). Forgive me 

CHARLES W. ANDERSON. 
Detroit, Mich. 


Two Easters Aren’t Necessary 


To the Editors. 


I have read time and again with cha- 
grin that we have to depend on Easter as 
a time for the ingathering of souls. True, 
it is an opportune time for us to climax 
our normal intake through communicant 
classes and church schools. This, we are 
not belittling. 

But when our numerial results at the 
end of the year are short, we immediately 
begin to calculate how many Easters 
there were in that particular church year. 
And if our results show an increase over 
former years, we say it is due to the fact 
that there were two Easters that year! 

I am now convinced that two Easters 
are not necessary, and neither is one, for 
that matter. We have read and read all 
the materials sent out by our Committee 
on Evangelism, but somehow we always 
had our “tongues in our cheeks” as we 
read. We know all these materials sound 
good, but there is still some doubt as to 
their usefulness. 

Yet, I want to bear testimony that if 
you put the Visitation Evangelism pro- 
gram into action in your church, it will 
bear fruits. No mighty work can be ac- 
complished among us as long as there is 
doubt and unbelief! I have seen this 
program work wonders where we didn’t 
dream it would do so. And no Easter 
was involved, just the regular Sunday 
event, and of course, a lot of honest-to- 
goodness work on the part of devoted lay- 
men, 

No one can tell me NOW that we have 
to have two Easters in a church year to 
bring our numbers up! Here is some- 
thing that will do what we want to do 
ANY Sunday, if we are willing to roll up 
our sleeves and work. Here is something 
that will accomplish what the early 
church did and what the Lord wants us 
to do, viz., to be “adding DAILY such as 
are being saved!” 

JOHN C. 
Medidian, Miss. 


McQUEEN, JR. 


Conference Guide 


To the Editors: 

Please send me 15 copies of your splen- 
did Summer Conference Guide. I want to 
distribute them to some folks I want to 
try to persuade to go to Montreat. 


ALFRED D. MASON. 
Memphis, Tenn. 


To the Editors: 

Thank you for the Summer Conference 
Guides. , . . Our people were very much 
interested and will use them with profit. 


ROY F. WHITLEY. 
Monroe, N. C. 


To the Editors: 
. a fine piece of work... . 
J. GRAY McALLISTER. 
Richmond, Va. 
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The Way to Another Chance 


F WE WANT world peace, a nothing can save us. But, if we 
world community, and a world take for our motto, ‘‘Enough— 
state that will last, we must and no more’’; if we can gain for 

promote a moral, intellectual, and ourselves a coherent system of 
spiritual revolution throughout ideas concerning the world and 
the world. To try to get all we humanity; if we can mean the fa- 
ean, to breed more barbarians, to therhood of God when we say the 
regard one another as so many brotherhood of man, then we may 
animals, rational or not, will lead have another chance——ROBERT 
us inevitably to the final catas- M. HUTCHINS, at the opening 











trophe. It is very late; perhaps conference at Montreat, June 27. 


OFF FOR OSLO—The four Southern Presbyterians who will attend the 

world youth meeting in Norway are shown above just before sailing from 

New York: Charles Turner of South Carolina; Mary-Starke Higgin- 

botham, Salem, Va.; C. Ellis Nelson, director of young people’s work for 
the denomination; Harry Smith, Texas.—RNS Photo. 





Auxiliary Birthday 
Gift Reaches New 
Record at $151,770 


Texas, Mississippi, Have High 
Per Capita; N. C., Hest Total 


Southern Presbyterian women con- 
tributed $151,770 for the largest birth- 
day offering in the 25 years in which 
these offerings have been made, accord- 
ing to an announcement by Miss Mary 
Quidor, Atlanta, treasurer of the 
woman’s work committee, at the church- 
wide Auxiliary school at Montreat. This 
sum falls $6,628 short of making $1,- 
500,000 in the 25 year period but Miss 
Quidor says the amount should be 
reached when all Auxiliaries have been 
heard from. 

With approximately 1,500 women (in- 
cluding visitors on the grounds) attend- 
ing the annual school, it was announced 
that the Texas synodical made the high- 
est per capita gifts—83.8 cents—with 
Mississippi second, 83.4 cents. Largest 
sums were given by North Carolina, 
$21,333; Texas, $21, 206; Virginia, 
$18,268, South Carolina, $12,797; 
yeorgia, $12,500. 

C. Darby Fulton, foreign missions ex- 
ecutive secretary, received the check 
from Miss Quidor, indicating that the 
funds will be used in China, 50 per cent 
to rebuild mission properties destroyed 
during the war; in Japan, 25 per cent 
for rehabilitation of woman’s work at 
mission posts of the church; in Korea, 
25 per cent for major repairs on mission 
property, for literature on the care and 
training of children and the develop- 
ment of Christian homes. 


Hear Patton and Fulton 


Early in the school the women heard 
J. G. Patton, Jr., Atlanta, say that the 
objectives in the five-year Presbyterian 
Program of Progress can be reached by 
an additional five cents per member per 
week during that time. They heard Dr. 
Fulton’s challenge to ‘‘a second chance 
in Japan right now,” as he told of (1) 
the deep humiliation of the Japanese, 
(2) a discrediting of the foundation 
principles upon which Japanese na- 
tionalism had been built, and (3) an 
unbelievable attitude of friendliness and 
cordiality toward America. 

Col, Roy LeCraw of Atlanta, director 
of the Assembly’s war relief campaign, 
said, “One way to prevent another war 
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in three to five years is to provide food 
and clothing to the war sufferers of 
Europe and Asia in the name of Christ 
and his church.” 


Now 225,700 Members 


Annual reports, as made by Miss 
Janie W. McGaughey, secretary of 
woman’s work, and Mrs. C. §. Harring- 
ton, chairman of the Assembly’s Com- 
mittee on Woman’s Work, indicated an 
increase of 73 local Auxiliaries during 
the year for a total of 2,692, with a 
membership of 225,700—an increase of 
15,305. Women of the church, it was 
said, gave $2,225,008 to all causes of 
the church last year, an increase of 
$300,096 over the year before. 
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Benevolences for Three Months 
Reported by Assembly Agencies 


Benevolences for three months of the 
church year, as reported by the As- 
sembly’s agencies, are as follows: 

Foreign Missions (Nashville), $169,- 
037; increase, $30,715. 

Home Missions (Atlanta), 
increase, $2,290. 

Christian Education and Ministerial 
Relief (Louisville), $33,512; increase, 
$728. 

Religious Education and Publication, 
$8,384; decrease, $2,908. 

Assembly’s Training School 
mond), $10,338; increase, $862. 


$64,409; 


(Rich- 





The Virtues and Weaknesses of 


Our Nation 
By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





OME MEMBERS of Congress and 

many journalists have upbraided 

Mr. Wallace for suggesting that we 

are as responsible, or even more re- 

sponsible, than Russia for the present 

sorry state of world affairs. They felt 
such criticism to be treason. 

On the other hand, Mr. Wallace has 
gained a very wide support among many 
elements in our population who are not 
at all inclined to Communism. 
from 
critical of 
nation 
for 
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wise 
as pure 
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nation itself and as 
virtuous as we do. 

This division of opinion raises an in- 
teresting point about the virtue of 
nations and about their excessive claims 
of virtue. Though none of us has a 
completely objective judgment, we are 
certainly not wrong if we express ab- 
horrence of the new tyranny which has 
arisen in Russia if we make 
comparisons between this form of totali- 
tarianism and another Nazi form of it, 
which required the blood and treasure 
of a whole world to eradicate. 

If we cannot morally condemn a sys- 
tem which annuls liberty and practices 
the cruelties of the Russian regime, we 
could ‘not make any significant moral 
judgments. 

However, it is an unfortunate ten- 
dency of all nations to regard them- 
selves as more virtuous than they are. 
We are as a nation not the pure embodi- 
ment of the democratic cause. There 
are democratic nations in Europe who 
regard our support of this cause as an 
embarrassment because they think that 
our conception of democracy is too in- 
dividualistic and that the exercise of 
our dominant power is too unscrupulous. 

Furthermore, while Russia has sacri- 
ficed the goodwill of the world by its 
truculence, it cannot be denied that Rus- 
sian recalcitrance is partly rooted in 


or even 


fear; and the fear is prompted by our 
technical superiority, our possession of 
the bomb, and by strategic prepara- 
tions for an eventual conflict. 

Some observers of world events, who 
are far from taking Mr. Wallace’s un- 
critical attitude toward Russia, are 
nevertheless critical of the attitude of 
our military men, who seem to take a 
war with Russia granted. It is 
the business of military men to prepare 
for all eventualities; and it is their sin 
that they regard the eventualities for 
which they prepare as inevitable. Thus 
they aggravate the vicious circle of 
mutual fear out of which wars come. 

Mr. Wallace is unfortunately too naive 
to make the necessary criticisms of our 
own policy without falling into the op- 
posite error of giving the Soviet too 
clean a bill of health and thus outraging 
the moral sentiments of those who abhor 
tyranny. 

Moreover, he made the mistake of 
levelling his most severe criticisms of 
our nation on foreign soil. That always 
smacks of the treasonable. Family self- 
criticism should be rigorous, but it is 
well to confine it to the home and not 
involve the neighbors in it. 

Mr. Wallace’s mistakes are, however, 
not unique. Few people have learned to 
be critical of themselves, their own 
family, and their own nation, and yet 
preserve a balanced judgment upon 
those who imperil the peace more 
grievously than we. Thus they accen- 
tuate, rather than mitigate, the self- 
righteousness of nations. 

Others regard such undue criticism of 
our own nation as perverse and seek 
to counter it by excessive claims of vir- 
tue. In every situation of international 
tension we are involved in mutual guilt. 
We must learn to be both contrite and 
vigilant against evils more grievous than 
those which we incarnate. 


for 


(Copyright, 1947, by RNS) 
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Layman’s Language Urged 
For Amsterdam Assembly 

Geneva (RNS)—When the World 
Council of Churches’ Assembly meets in 
Amsterdam next year, it should ‘‘speak 
a clear language that every layman can 
understand,” W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, 
general secretary, told a meeting at 
Bossey of fifty churchmen from 13 coun- 
tries called to study material for the 
forthcoming meeting. 

“It is a life or death question,” Dr. 
Visser 't Hooft declared, ‘“‘that the As- 
sembly speak in terms understandable 
to the current generation, which has, 
to a large extent, forgotten the call of 
God.” 

He emphasized the importance of 
churches sending laymen and women 
as well as ministers to the Assembly, 
and also stressed that the Amsterdam 
meeting should not be a ‘‘western en- 
terprise,’’ but should afford a full part 
to the Eastern Orthodox churches and 
“younger’’ churches in the Orient and 
elsewhere. F 

“The increased cooperation of the In- 
ternational Missionary Council to this 
end,” Dr. Visser ’t Hooft said, ‘thas 
been hailed as quite significant.” 

The meeting was attended by Henry 
P. Van Dusen, president of Union Theo- 
legical Seminary, New York, and chair- 
man of the study department of the 
World Council, who declared that the 
department’s work is ‘‘toward a renewal 
of the Church to fuller unity with 
Christ.”’ 

He said: ‘This should be a notable 
development in Christian history. We 
should not take ourselves too seriously, 
but we should take very seriously the 
task given us, so that the department 
should become a real instrument of 
God.”’ 





HOW MANY MINISTERS 
IN 10 YEARS? 
(See OUTLOOK editorial, June 30) 





Stanford, 
Charles E. 
Ky. 

Franklin Street, 
(569), 1—Paul W. 
chaplain, now in 
graduate school. 

Olivia, N. C. 
Huffines, Jr., 
nary. 

Pine Hall, N. C. (79), 1—Tom Young, 
Jr., King College. 

Northminster, Greenville, S. C. (179), 
5—Wm. Henry Benchoff, missionary to 
Brazil; Chas. H. Brown, Pendleton, 
S. C.; Fred Ingle, Columbia Seminary 


-_— 
at Eminence, 


Ky. (179 members) 
McLean, now 


Md. 
former 
Seminary’s 


Baltimore, 
Reigner, 
Princeton 


(229), 
student 


1—David Allen 
at Union Semi- 


graduate, now at Howard College; 
J. Don Skinner, Columbia Seminary; 


John G. Viser, Union Seminary. 

How many ministers has your church 
produced in ten years? In sending in- 
formation, please give name of church, 
address, membership, names of ministers 
or candidates and where they are now. 
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@ Here is further evidence of the tide which is 
running today—the ‘‘Ecumenical Reformation’’ 
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More Than a Conference 
By WILLIAM HENRY CRANE* 


AN’S DISORDER AND GOD’S DESIGN! This was the 
M theme that challenged six hundred and fifty theologi- 

cal students gathered upon the beautiful campus of 
Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, June 11-18, for the first 
North American Interseminary Conference. These students 
represented 46 denominations, 120 seminaries and many 
foreign countries, including Canada, Mexico, Hawaii, Philip- 
pines, China, India, Netherlands, Scotland, France, Greece 
and Czechoslovakia. The conference leadership represented 
the best in Protestantism, including such names as Samuel 
McCrea Cavert, Elton Trueblood, Charles Taft, John Ben- 
nett, Clarence T. Craig, John A. Mackay, Kenneth S. La- 
tourette, Henry P. VanDusen, Theodore M. Greene, Georgia 
Harkness, Frederick O. Nolde, Gordon Sisco, Roswell Barnes, 
Douglas Steere, Henry Leiper, Douglas Horton, Herrick 
Young, Charles Clayton Morrison—to say nothing of our 
own Charles Jones (who was one of the most popular 
speakers of the conference), James Sydnor (who did an out- 
standing job of directing the conference music), James I. 
McCord and Harry Goodykoontz. The list could go on to 
name sixty-two top-notch leaders. This leadership con- 
tributed more than any one thing to the success of the 
conference. 


Unity in Bible Study 


Each morning Dean Zabriskie, of Virginia Seminary, led 
the convocation in a simple and appealing service of wor- 
ship, centering in the petitions of the Lord’s Prayer. Fol- 
lowing this there was a platform hour in which two speakers 
representing two divergent points of view spoke to an 
assigned subject, such as The Predicament of Modern Man. 
Following a brief open forum the students dispersed into 
small discussion groups, for an hour and half of Bible 
study led by leaders especially selected both for their pene- 
trating insights and for their ability to lead student discus- 
sion. These Bible study periods were the very heart of 
the conference, for in them the real foundations for Chris- 
tian unity were discovered. Tension was often felt between 
members of widely divergent theological traditions, but be- 
fore the week was over the feeling of mutual regard and 
the bonds of real spiritual unity had been found. This 
was nothing short of a miracle performed by the in- 
dwelling Spirit of Christ, for all of us began to see our 
various differences in an ecumenical dimension and were 
thereby enabled to achieve a greater unity of spirit and 
purpose. As one Canadian representative of the Church 
of England remarked in our discussion group, “I have 
come to see my church as being merely a toe of the whole 
body of Christ.’’ 

In the afternoon the students attended one of twenty 
interest groups, ranging in subject from ‘World Unity” to 
“The Discipline of Private Prayer.” 

Each evening began with a second platform hour, pat- 
terned after the morning session. Following this there were 
again various discussion groups, in which the controversial 
issues of the day’s addresses were raised for serious discus- 
sion. This was one of the most fruitful periods of the con- 
ference, for each student spoke with amazing frankness 





*Son of missionaries to Africa, veteran of the recent war, 
now at Union Seminary in Virginia and sparkplug of the 
UTS-ATS delegation of 27. Southern Presbyterians with 
their 35 delegates attended out of all proportion to the size 
of their denomination and Union Seminary had the largest 
delegation in proportion to its enrollment, 17; the Assem- 


bly’s Training School had 10; Austin Seminary, 6; Louis- 
ville Seminary, 1. 


and sincerity, yet with open minds, on such issues as race, 
the nature of the church, the sacraments, the nature and 
vocation of the ministry, and other questions which their 
more prudent elders are inclined to avoid. Yet with the 
many sharp differences of opinion, there came to all a reali- 
zation that our cultural and spiritual crisis dramatizes both 
these issues and our own differences of opinion. We ac- 
knowledged then the deep need for an humble sense of 
corporate and individual repentance, and a recommitment to 
the Christ in whom we found our meeting place. 

The general conference platform program opened with 
two days of analysis of our culture, in which the prevailing 
mood could be described as one of pessimism and even 
frustration, as speaker after speaker spoke with prophetic 
frankness of our cultural and spiritual disorder and dis- 
integration. The high point of this period was Dr. Theodore 
Greene’s address of Friday morning, in which he outlined in 
a graphic way the conflicting forces playing upon the average 
American’s consciousness, and how pathetically ineffective 
the divided churches are in counteracting these forces. 

Opening the second stage of the conference came John A. 
Mackay with his great address on the nature of the gospel. 
It was as a welcome breath of fresh air after the stifling 
pessimism of the first two days. Dr. Mackay’s strong re- 
affirmation of the fact of God’s working in history made a 
great impression upon the whole conference, having brought 
together into a magnificent synthesis the elements of a pro- 
found diagnosis and a sound theological perspective. The 
speakers following Dr. Mackay likewise caught the same 
spirit and mood and maintained it throughout the confer- 
ence. When the time for the last transition came, the 
shift from the diagnosis of our cultural crisis and the re- 
discovery of the gospel, to the application of these findings 
to the actual work of the parish, the transition was hardly 
felt. All of us had experienced the presence of God's Spirit 
moving us to recognize his common leadership. 


Three Observations 


In conclusion, I shall make several general observations, 
growing out of the experience of the conference. First, let 
me frankly admit that we did not achieve full spiritual 
unity. Had we done this we would have been able to gather 
around the Lord’s Table together. This failure dramatizes 
the tragedy of disunity, but one ray of hope stands out, 
and that is that in token of our failure there was a genuine 
sense of repentence manifested by nearly everyone. This 
is encouraging. The second observation is, that growing out 
of this there was the deep-seated feeling that unity of pur- 
pose and of strategy must grow out of a deeper sense of 
spiritual kinship in Christ. This was especially evident in 
the last days of the conference as one speaker after another 
stressed the need for a real spiritual awakening which would 
make the ‘Ecumenical Reformation” an accomplished fact. 
The testimony of the younger churches was most impressive. 
as Bishop Subhan, of India, and Professor Chao, of China 
stressed the need of their countries for the total gospel of 
Christ and for a nonsectarian presentation of that message 
as a requisite for the spiritual regeneration of their peoples. 

A last impression was one shared by all Presbyterians at 
the conference, as evidenced in the spirit of a meeting par- 
ticipated in by all members of the Reformed tradition. We. 
felt the need for a united witness upon the part of all the 
churches of the Reformed tradition within the structure 
of the ecumenical church. Our strong emphasis on theology 
is an important contribution which Presbyterians have to 
make to the world churches. Only as we are united can we 
witness very effectively. One of the remarkable and grati- 
fying discoveries of the conference for us was, that men 
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from Princeton, McCormick, Western, San Francisco, Cum- 
berland, Pitt-Xenia, Austin, Louisville, and Union presented 
a united front. We found common interests and common 
emphases, which demonstrated to us in a powerful and con- 
vincing way that we are one family. It is imperative that 
we reunite the family for a more effective witness within the 
Church. 


A phrase which was in common usage at the conference 
was the phrase, “Ecumenical Reformation.” Basically this 
reformation is a real fact already at work within the world 
churches. At Oxford we were not seeking the reunion of 
unreconciled churches, but rather the spiritual awakening 
through which we might be united under our common Lord 
for our common task. That awakening has begun. 


Demands of Christianity 
By CAROLYN McSWEEN 


From the conference I gained a greater realization of the 
demands of Christianity on me: the necessity of a deeper 
spiritual life, a more whole-hearted devotion to Christ, and 
a deepened sense of my responsibility as a believer and a 
member of the church, to win souls to Christ. 

The diagnosis of the sickness of society made me newly 
aware of the importance of the church as God’s instrument 
to give to the world the Christian solution to its problems, 
ever looking to Christ for the might and power to perform 
its appointed task. 

A happy association with students of other denominations 
made me see that Christianity is great enough to be limited 
to my particular interpretation. 


*ATS student, Greenville, S. C. 


Three-Fold Significance 


By FRED R. STAIR* 


The Interseminary Conference may become a singular 
event for our time. 

It was significant to me in three major aspects: in its 
analysis of the contemporary problems within and without 
the church, in the resources upon which it drew for its 
deliberations and conclusions, and in the challenge which 
it presented to the churches and their ministers. 

1. Its analysis: The approach of the entire conference 
was from a central Christian conviction. For this reason 
the analysis was deep and keen, being projected upon Chris- 
tian principles and beliefs. Knotty problems were faced 
with candor and conviction. Prominent Christian thinkers 
discussed such problems as secularism, communism, statism, 
racism and denominationalism as they each and all bear 
upon the gospel and our proclaiming it. We analyzed the 
past and the present from the Christian viewpoint to see 
what is now and what ought to be. 

2. Its resources: The human resources for this diagnosis 
and remedy were legion. The list of conference speakers 
and leaders reads like a section of Protestantism’s Who’s 
Who. The delegates were over 600 theological students, 
representing over 20 nations, 120 seminaries, and 47 de- 
nominations. The interchange of viewpoints and ideas was 
refreshing. There was an amazing unity in the essentials 
of our faith and in the understanding of our difference. 

These human resources were inspiring, but our spiritual 
resources were more so. As Dr. Chao, of China, and Dr 
Mackay, of Princeton, spoke of the gospel as the resource 
with which we can confront the world, there was a confer- 
ence-wide rally to the All-sufficient Christ. There was agree- 
ment about the necessity for the ‘‘Total Gospel.’’ This was 
the dynamo which empowered the entire conference. 

8. Its challenges: The conference gave the churches and 
their leaders potent challenges. First, to a sense of voca- 


*Fellow at Union Seminary; assistant pastor, Ginter 
Park Church, Richmond, 
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tion. Not only the church must find more top caliber en- 
listments for purely church vocations, but also it must 
insist upon fuller Christian vocation among her members. 
We must all live out the implications of our being God’s 
fellow-workers. Second, we were challenged to evangel- 
ism. As Eugene Smathers, of Big Lick, Tenn., said, ‘“‘Souls 
are not won in abstractions. Soil and society and souls 
belong together.”’ Evangelism must be widely applied in 
America and elsewhere by confronting people with the ‘‘total 
gospel’’ which we have in Christ. Third, was the challenge 
to foster the grass roots of this ‘‘ecumenical reformation.” 
In organization and top leadership, this reformation is a 
fact. But it will not be consummated until it is felt and 
lived on the local community level. The final challenge, 
I feel, was from Douglas Horton as he summarized, “No 
community runs higher than its church; and no church 
higher than its leader; and no leader higher than that part 
of his life that lies hid with God.”’ Our relationships with 
God will, in the final measure, determine our relationships 
with out fellow men. If we are one with him, we will be 
one with them. 

To this challenge we are called by God, concluded Dr. 
Charles Clayton Morrison, as he related all that we had or 
shall do to Jesus’ saying, ‘““‘Ye have not chosen me, but I 
have chosen you.’’ We are to respond to God. 

By the Spirit’s working through those who accept these 
challenges and by their giving themselves in Christ to meet 
them, the ecumenical reformation may become a significant 
fact for our time. 


The Church Has the Cure 


By ED WALTHALL* 


A man lies woefully ill. About him are a hundred-odd 
physicians each seeking to minister to the failing patient 
with an infinitesimal and inadequate amount of serum. The 
patient sinks while the doctors falter. This, in allegory, 
is the picture presented at the North American Intersemi- 
nary Conference. Brilliantly presented was the analysis 
of a sick work, and a church whose pitifully divided efforts 
are hopelessly inadequate. Yet the church holds the cure in 
the form of the total gospel of Jesus Christ, and the con- 
ference faced in practical terms the strategy for the adminis- 
tration of that gospel cure to the ailing world, the chief 
point of which was unity of effort among the branches of 
the church, a close cooperation of love, that the failing 
patient may be ministered a healing potion. 


*Austin Seminary. 
A Striking Unity 


By JAMES L. MAYS* 


A conference of the inclusive nature of this one neces- 
sarily was in its beginning a rather heterogeneous assembly 
of persons. The consciousness of searching among ourselves 
for that point of unity which would furnish a real basis 
for a meeting of minds pervaded the first days of inter- 
change and discussion. For the group with which I met. 
that meeting of minds was found in the Bible study periods 
and in the almost complete unity of thought among the 
Presbyterian and Reformed, Lutheran and Episcopal dele- 
gates in theological matters which arose. In attitudes to- 
ward the central importance of the Biblical Revelation and 
the rethinking of the inestimable value of Reformation 
theology there was a trend which cut across denominational 
lines and was almost beyond comprehension in the unity 
already existent because of the similarity of spiritual and in- 
tellectual currents flowing within the framework of various 
traditions there represented. 

In the final days of the conference it was the witness of 
this large group which compelled attention and wielded 
influence beyond any previous expectations. The impression 


*Union Seminary. 
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which one could not miss was the glorious potential which 
lay in this present unity, if led by the Spirit there can be 
achieved an articulate testimony in some common expression 
of its meaning and strength for such a day as ours. 

The man whose experience most influenced the delibera- 
tions of our group was the Apostle Paul and often he seemed 
to address us in the inner man—‘So if there is any en- 
couragement in Christ, any incentive of love, any partici- 
pation of the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete 
my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, 
being in full accord and of one mind. Let each of 
you look not only to his own interests but also to the in- 
terests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which 
you have in Christ Jesus... ” 


Toial Christian Gospel 


By ROBERT C. VAUGHAN, JR. 


The North American Interseminary Conference served two 
functions for me. It was essentially a broadening ex- 
perience. The interchange of viewpoints and ideas on some 
of the great questions of our Christian faith provided not 
only a more realistic understanding of denominational and 
theological diversities, but also revealed an underlying unity 
among most of the seminarians in the essential elements of 
our faith. In this respect, it was an educational opportunity 





*Union Seminary. 
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unsurpassed. It broadened the horizons in my thinking. 

Secondly, the conference gave to me an even deeper ap- 
preciation of my Presbyterian heritage. The only possible 
conclusion to be reached from the discussions of the con- 
ference is that the answer to man’s disorder lies in the 
“total” Christian gospel, the gospel from which Presby- 
terians have never departed. 


Others Face the Same Problems 
By GEORGE WEBB* 


Meeting with representatives of different denominations 
throughout the country was gratifying as I found others 
facing the same problems we face, and seeking to meet them 
with the same gospel. It gave me a broader vision of the 
work to which I have been called and a greater sense of 
urgency about the job to be done. At the same time my 
belief was strengthened that the answer to sin and to man’s 
disorder in general, is the saving power of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. I feel the majority believe this. Sig- 
nificant I thought was Dr. Van Dusen’s statement to the 
effect that the watchword today was ‘‘Ecumenical Reforma- 
tion.’’ Reformation begins with revival and revival with 
conversion, not social or group conversion, but first with 
the individual. 


*Union Theological Seminary. 


Our Unity in Christ 


By LYTLE ROGERS FREE* 


“Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also 
which shall believe on me through their word; that 
they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and 
I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the 
world may believe that thou hast sent me.’’-—John 
27:36, 3%. 


HESE WORDS OF THE TEXT are a part of our Lord’s 
intercessory prayer, sometimes called the “high- 
priestly prayer.”’ It is the true ‘‘Lord’s Prayer.” The 

prayer which we usually call by that name might be called 
the ‘Disciples’ Prayer.’’ This was his own prayer, a prayer 
for himself, for his disciples, for his church, for believers 
in every age—‘‘Them also which shall believe in me, that 
they may be one.” This is his special petition for the 
whole body of believers, that its unity may be evident to 
the world—‘‘That the world may know that thou hast sent 
me, and hast loved them as thou hast loved me.” 


Unity, ‘‘The Ideal of the Church . . Always” 


This prayer stands as a rebuke to a divided church, and 
a challenge to all believers to minimize their differences and 
magnify their unity in Christ. Dr. Van Dusen, analyzing 
the history of the church through the centuries, stated in a 
recent address to a council of churches, that ‘‘the ideal of 
the church has always been unity, but the life of the church 
for 18 centuries has been disunity.’’ Now, in our day, the 
church is awakening to the truth embodied in this prayer of 
our Lord and is seeking to translate this ideal into a living 
reality. 

The tides of union are coming in all over the Protestant 
world. There is not a major denomination that is not 
having conversation with at least one other body, looking 
toward closer relationship. Men are asking everywhere, 
Why all these separate groups? Is not the church one 
body? Have we any excuse for the existing separations, 


*Dr. Free, the retiring moderator of the 89th General 
Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church, has been pas- 
tor of the Boulevard church, Philadelphia, for more than 
30 years. Excerpts from his sermon at the opening of the 
recent Assembly appear here, 


in view of Christ’s prayer that we may be one? Is there 
not now a unity, existing among believers which, rightly 
magnified, will unite us in a fellowship that will strengthen 
our position in the world, and enable us to win against 
evil forces that oppose the establishment of his Kingdom 
of righteousness and peace? . 


Unity Weakened by Censorious Spirit 


When the disciples, in mistaken loyalty to Christ, reported 
their action against a man who was doing a good work in 
the name of Christ, but ‘‘who followeth not with us,’”’ he 
said, “Forbid him not; for he that is not against us is for 
us.” It is a great weakness of Christians that so much 
energy is spent in attacking those who ‘walk not with 
them,’’ who will not repeat the same creed, conform to the 
same ritual, sing the same songs. It has too often been re- 
garded more reprehensible not to conform to the same pat- 
tern of creed and convention than to fail in justice and 
mercy. 

One of the finest tributes paid to the early disciples by 
critical watchers was, ‘‘They took knowledge of them that 
they had been with Jesus.’’ It was their spirit, the attitude 
of sympathy and love and the purity of their lives that 
won this tribute. They had the mind of Christ. 


Unity Is Necessary to Convince the World 


I think we are quite ready to admit that there is little 
probability of agreement on creeds and doctrines, but we 
can agree on Christ. Unity here is a necessity, as Jesus 
reveals it in his prayer, ‘‘that they may be one in us; that 
the world may believe that thou hast sent me.” 

Long centuries of disunity in the church have under- 
mined her power and made her impotent in the face of 
the opposing powers of the world. We have a striking 
confirmation of this in the situation in India, where 60 
million outcastes. refused to embrace Christianity because 
of the divisions in the church. There is something tragic 
in the message of the younger churches of the East to 
the older churches of the West, “For you, unity may be 
a luxury; for us it is a life-and-death necessity.”” How 
long do you think it will be before these words may de- 
pict our situation in the West? . 
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EDITORIAL 


Texas and Virginia (and 
others) Could Do This 


Whether Presbyterian 
comes or not, almost everybody we know 
professes a keen interest in seeking 
closer relations and more effective co- 
operation. Here. now, is a suggestion 
which in at least two important centers 
of our church could lead our churches 
into a new era with vast possibilities. 

We are addressing particularly mem- 
bers of the Synod of Virginia and the 
Synod of Texas. We are thinking about 
Massanetta and Kerrville. We are sug- 
gesting arrangements whereby these im- 
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reunion ever 


portant conference centers could come 
under the joint control and operation 
of the two churches, US and USA, there- 
by drawing upon resources anc leading 
to developments which could never be 
dreamed of under present auspices. 

At Kerrville (or, if there is yet a 
better place, find’ it) the two Presby- 
terian synods might well launch a pro- 
gram of development which could be 
the rallying point for every type of con- 
ference enterprise. About 70,090 South- 


ern Presbyterians and about 40,000 
“Northern” Presbyterians could work 
wonders in the building of a center 
which would become the spiritual 


dynamo of the Southwest. It could at- 
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tract people for vacation periods be- 
cause it could offer a topnotch program 
throughout the summer. Many values 
in such an undertaking are instantly 
evident. Any first step in this direction 
would have to be taken by the US Pres- 
byterians in Texas. From our knowl- 
edge of them and of their earnest and 
cordial feeling toward their USA 
brethren we rather think they would 
welcome such an opportunity. 

Then at Massanetta Springs in north- 
ern Virginia even more possibilities are 
opened. This institution, already with 
a wide fame and a great program, can- 
not begin to care adequately for the 
crowds which it attracts. They seem 
to come from everywhere. Owned by 
the synod and directed by trustees, this 
great center has had a marvelous de- 
velopment. However, by Montreat 
standards, its accommodations are some- 
what crude. It is restricted in its 
present possibilities. 

Why could not the Synod of Vir- 
ginia, seeing the vision of service which 
might be rendered in this larger sphere, 
think in terms of a united effort with 
the USA Presbyterians in West Virginia, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Maryland and the 
District of Columbia? Many Presby- 
terians in these USA synods are nearer 
than many Southern Presbyterians in 
the Synod of Virginia. Think of the 
great center which could be developed 
in the beautiful Shenandoah Valley to 
attract Presbyterians from all over the 
East! Think of the expansion of Mas- 
sanetta’s influence! Think of what such 
a venture could mean to the Kingdom 
of God! 

In the great service now being ren- 
dered by these vital institutions we can- 
not think of a single good thing that 
would be lost by such a bold step in 
cooperation, and we can think of a mul- 
titude of new values which would be 
gained. In other synods something like 
this could and ought to be done. 

What do you think, Texans? 
about it, Virginia Presbyterians? 


How 


The Tug of the Tide 


Keynote of the Oxford, Ohio, confer- 
ence for seminary students of all the 
leading seminaries was the ‘‘Ecumeni- 
cal Reformation” (see pages 5-6). 
There is a tide running, sweeping out 
the flotsam of separatism, cleaning 
off the beaches, and bringing men face 
to face with some of the elementals. 
Denominations and members of local 
churches dare not work or plan or try 
to pray in these times outside that con- 
text. Ties bind us together. Men see 
that the things which separate us can 
never be as strong as the common faith 
which holds us in Christ. Here are a 
few statements from recent meetings of 
significance or by people of prominence: 


“The history of churches which have 
made isolationism their shibboleth is far 
from encouraging. - No church can 
live for itself. There are those who 
say that contacts with the world are 
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dangerous, but we 
gerously. 


must live dan- 
There are only two parties— 
those for Christ and those against 
Christ. Although our church regards 
Calvinism as Christianity at its best, 
there are others on Christ’s side in the 
battle. Evangelicals in other denomi- 
nations need us and we need them.” 
—HERMAN KUIPER, president of the 
Synod of the Christian (Dutch) Re- 
formed Church at its annual meeting. 
* . 

The General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church in Canada went on 
record as “encouraging . . as a duty, 
the fullest possible cooperation with al! 
other Christian bodies for the glory of 
God.” Said F. Scott McKenzie: “Or- 
ganizational union is an old bogey to 
cloud larger issues of the church. It 
ought to be laid aside. This matter 
of cooperation has nothing to do with 
union, but with the spirit of the 
church.” 


= * 


At its recent meeting at Buck Hill 
Falls, Pa., the provisional committee 
of the World Council of Churches 
adopted a statement asserting that the 
World Council ‘seeks to promote unity 
among its members and to serve them 
as an organ whereby they may bear wit- 
ness together to their common faith and 
cooperation in matters requiring united 
action. The Christian unity for 
which the Council stands strives 
after a unity in which Christians and 
Christian churches, joyously aware of 
their oneness in Jesus Christ their Lord. 
and pursuing an ever strong realization 
and expression of that oneness, shall in 
times of need give help and comfort to 
one another, and at all times inspire 
and exhort one another to live worthily 
of their common membership in the 
body of Christ.” 

* * * 

“Just as Americans are becoming one 
world conscious, so we must become one 
church conscious... . Ecumenicity can 
be furthered first, by cooperation 
between Western Protestant churches 
and the Eastern Orthodox church: sec- 
ond, by the World Council of Churches. 
with its stress on ‘variety but no sepa- 
ration.””"—BELA VASADY at McCor- 
mick Theological Seminary. 

+ * + 

“Tf all Christians worked side by side, 
we should certainly have no reason to 
fear the influence of the social benefits 
Russia is extending to other European 
countries,’’ said President Walter A. 
Groves. of Centre College, in an ad- 
dress before the Kentucky Chapter of 
the Society of Mayflower Descendants. 
Dr. Groves called for a single federa- 
tion of Christian churches to form a 
working union of all Christians as the 
best defense’ against Communism. 
Said he: “There is no reason why the 
petty differences between various Chris- 
tian denominations should not be re- 
solved by a union of all of them into 
one organization.” 
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GUEST EDITORS 


A Pointed Letter 


Dr. W. Russell Bowie of Union Theo- 
logical Seminary faculty . . . reacted as 
thousands of Protestants did to the re- 
cent address of Cardinal Spellman 
charging that Protestants who criticized 
the Roman Catholic Church were 
“bigots.””, (OUTLOOK, July 7.) He 
sent a letter to The New York Times re- 
plying to the cardinal. It was returned 
to Dr. Bowie with the statement that 
it was not being printed because one 
letter replying to Cardinal Spellman has 
already been printed. Since Dr. Bowie 
makes some splendid points which were 
not covered in the letter referred to by 
the editor of the Times, we are printing 
it here for the benefit of our readers, as 
follows: 





Dear Sir: The address of Cardinal 
Spellman at Fordham yesterday and the 
space and prominence given to it in this 
morning’s New York Times inevitably 
calls for reply. 





—— ee 


SURVEY AT SUNSET 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


The cardinal is right and will win 
wide agreement when he says that ten- 
sion between religious groups in America 
is deplorable. He will certainly not win 
agreement when he goes on to charge 
the Protestant church and Protestant 
leaders with this tension and accuses 
Protestantism of “bigotry.” If this un- 
pleasant word is to be introduced into 
discussion, one cannot help remember- 
ing the following facts: It is Roman 
Catholicism that claims to be the only 
true Christian church; Roman Catholi- 
cism which makes what to Protestants 
is the insulting demand that in any 
mixed marriage the Protestant person 
shall promise in advance that any chil- 
dren shall be brought up as Roman 
Catholics; Roman Catholicism that con- 
sistently refuses organized cooperation 
of religious forces even in community 
affairs; Roman Catholicism which in 
countries where it is sufficiently in- 
trenched seeks privileged if not exclu- 
sive position; Roman Catholicism which 
reaches out for complete control of mar- 
riage laws and education as in Italy, 
Spain, and Argentina. If Cardinal Spell- 
man thinks these facts represent the 
“fair play and tolerance’ which he is 
advocating and that the determination 
of Protestants to preserve in this coun- 
(Pointed Letter, page 14.) 


ee 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“And when he had looked about upon 
all things, and now the eventide was 
come, he went out . .’—Mark 11:11, 
c. 2. ¥. 


E WOULD NOT have many more 

days to look about him. It was 

sunset across the hills of Judea, 
and the sun was setting on his life and 
on his land. Shadows of manifold evil 
were closing down around him. In the 
dying light he looked once more at the 
temple and the city, the city his ances- 
tors had conquered and made great, the 
city where his royal forefathers lay 
buried. 

Jesus, less than a week from death, 
looked on that scene with a remember- 
ing eye. There rose the temple, the 
same imposing structure of marble and 
gold which he remembered from a child, 
only more beautiful, the workmen still 
toiling to complete its magnificent deco- 
ration. This was the place he had sought 
as a boy, here had stood with Mary and 
Joseph, watching the smoke of the great 
altar towering into the still morning air. 
Somewhere under that gorgeous roof 
was the place where he had talked with 
the doctors of the law twenty-one years 
ago. Yonder was the porch of Solomon 
where he had spoken to the heckling 
crowds only last winter. His mind may 
have gone not over his own short life- 
time in Palestine but into the centuries 
past. Before his mind’s eye might rise 
the temple of Zerubbabel, longest-lived 
of all his people’s shrines; and back 
of that, as his eye pierces the mists of 
the past, would loom the ancient temple 
of Solomon, watching across the Hinnom 
valley the rival temples, also of Solo- 
mon, erected to foreign gods. He could 
have seen into an earlier time. that wide 
rocky hill, bare of all palaces and 


shrines, carrying but one small altar, 
as David saw it the day the angel of the 
plague let down his sword over the dying 
city. All the history of his people, from 
David's time to his own, centered On this 
sacred hill. Here were their triumphs 
and here their greatest sins; here Solo- 
mon had praised the God whom no tem- 
ple can hold, and here the blood ot 
Zechariah had flowed red between tem- 
ple and altar. 


UT JESUS LOOKED around also 

with a penetrating eye. The image 

on his retina was one of beauty 
and splendor under the sun, of regal 
buildings of which the fame had gone 
into many nations, the goal of many a 
pilgrim’s long way. But his mind’s eye 
must have gone beneath the surface. He 
was not deceived by the gold which 
Herod’s pride spread upon the tall colon- 
nades, nor blinded by the smoke from 
many censers. In the Temple he could 
see, if he looked (and whose eye could 
see so deep as his?), the pride of a 
tyrant, determined to make all men ad- 
mire as well as fear him; the pride of 
a priesthood made cruel by power; the 
cynicism of the monarch, the hollow- 
ness of the priests, the greed of the 
money-changers; a house of prayer be- 
come a den of thieves. 

And as Jesus looked around him in 
the early twilight, he saw that place with 
a prophetic eye. He could see the 
legions of Rome camped round about 
the city, the Temple torn down till not 
one stone was left upon another, the 
hills round about dark with the crosses 
where would hang the sons of men who 
this week would crucify him. He looked 
down the centuries perchance, seeing 
Jerusalem again and again a wilderness, 
conqueror after conqueror striding 


through her ashes, pagan shrines set 
up upon the sacred site; and in the far 
future, farther away in the tomorrows 
than Moses was then in the yesterdays, 
a city ruled from afar, filled with a 
mixed people of many unknown tongues, 
and to the Jew no corner of the place 
remaining, only the stones of a great 
wall where he might beat his forehead 
and wail for the lost glories of a doomed 
nation. 


E LIVE, it may be, in another twi- 
light hour. To us, as to Jeru- 
salem, it may be said again: The 

Kingdom of God shall be taken away 
from you and given unto a nation bring- 
ing forth the fruits thereof. If this 
be the truth, then today as the in- 
visible Christ stands among us and looks 
around on the visible church in a dying 
age, today also he can see with the eye 
of memory, the eye that sees the mean- 
ing of today, and the eye that foresees 
tomorrow. 

He can see the long history of the 
church, the hope in which her towers 
first arose, the prayers that were her 
consecration, her centuries of honorable 
history, the changing forms in which she 
has lived, her chanted psalms and hosts 
of worshippers. He sees also the 
prophets she has slain, the blood of the 
servants of God the church has slain 
in the name of God. He can see with an 
eye probing into the inner life and sins 
of the church of today. He sees in her 
hoary magnificence every mark of pride; 
he sees how many within her live for 
place and power and profit, the money- 
changers who have made a god of mam- 
mon, who resent every word of righteous 
wrath or any threat to their tables as 
2n offense against their god. And be- 
yond some future wreck of the world, 
he may see as a sole relic of a once 
proud church only some empty spot 
where futile mourners may wail for the 
laying-waste of a race that knew not 
the day of their visitation. 


ET IF JESUS on that April evening 
saw the glory of the past and the 
evil of the present and the deso- 

lation of the future, he looked also with 
the eye of hope. He could see a new 
faith on the ruins of the old, a new city, ° 
a temple not made with hands. His 
blood would run upon these stones; but 
it would be seed of truth and seed of 
life. So today, as Christ looks round 
about in a darkening hour, he sees still 
with the eye of hope. For the walls of 
the true Temple are not made by hands, 
the stones are human souls, the souls 
of men of faith. The storm may sweep 
the beaches clear; but with the tides life 
will return. When the dust of the last 
of the false temples has fallen on earth, 
and the hypocrites and the tyrants have 
gone to their own place, the temple with 
the living walls shall stand. Though 
Christ be crucified again, he with his 
hope shall rise immortal, for his are 
the eyes of the undiscouraged God; he 
shall see of the travail of his soul and 
be satisfied. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


W. Va. Synod Learns 
Of State’s Child Care 


West Virginia News Letter 





The West Virginia Synod, meeting for 
the first time in June, focused the at- 
tention of the state on deplorable con- 
ditions in the children’s wards of its 
state institutions. Hearing a report of 
an ad interim committee, headed by a 
Charleston physician, Dr. John N. Mar- 
quis, the synod learned of utterly inade- 
quate provisions for the care of the chil- 
dren of the state. It heard of boys who 
had not been outdoors in six months, 
of children in bare rooms or halls. It 
heard of responsible officials who said 
it made no difference how the children 
were treated since they did not know 
any better. It was told that many of 
these children, most of whom are men- 
tally defective, could be trained for cer- 
tain types of work and would be able 
to maintain themselves in adult life if 
so trained. Failure of the state legis- 
lature to appropriate needed funds to 
provide for more than the bare necessi- 
ties was indicated as the explanation of 
prevailing conditions, The synod urged 
its committee to continue its investi- 
gation, resolving to interest itself in the 
situation ‘‘to the end that (these chil- 
dren) may receive care and attention 
consistent with humane and Christian 





MITCHELL COLLEGE 


STATESVILLE, N. C. 


A Presbyterian Junior College. Accred- 
ited. Terminal and transfer courses. Lib- 
eral arts. Music, commercial and fine art. 
One and two-year secretarial. Small 
classes. Individualized attention. Home- 
like atmosphere. Residence for girls. 
Board and tuition. $237 average per 
semester. Scholarships available. Catalog 
P.—JOHN MONTGOMERY, President, 


principles.’’ Suitable communications 
were also addressed to the legislature 
and the Governor. 


Four US-USA Groups 
Hold Joint Meetings 


The summer time synod pioneered in 
other ways than with its calendar and 
with its concern for defective children. 
It was a symbol of Presbyterian unity, 
with both US and USA synods meetings 
together for popular meetings and with 
the USA Synodical and the youth fel- 
lowship councils of US presbyteries and 
synod-—all at Davis and Elkins College, 
with the Davis Memorial church assist- 
ing as host. Special services were th: 
two evening meetings with ‘‘outside’”’ 
speakers. John A. MacLean, Richmond, 
Va., was the US speaker the first eve- 
ning on “Which Church Would Jesus 
Join?”’ indicating in his address that 
while Jesus might have trouble joining 
almost any present-day church, he 
would find some uncomfortable situ- 
ations in the Southern Presbyterian 
Church since it is, he said, a class 
church, a creedal church, a white man 
church, and a divided church. 


USA Goals Are Reported 
In “New Life’? Address 


On the second evening, E. W. Stim- 
son, pastor of Knox church, Cincinnati, 
spoke on “The Gates of New Life,” 
telling particularly of the ‘‘New Life 
Movement” now under way in the USA 
church. Dr. Stimson described the goal 
of a million new members by 1950, of 





RABUN GAP-NACOOCHEE 


SCHOOL 
Rabun Gap, Ga. 


Fully accredited senior high school. 
Christian influences. Moderate rates, 
Work opportunities, Scholarship aid. 
Dr. George C. Bellingrath, President 











North Carolina. 


PEACE COLLEGE 


A junior college for women, with last two years of high school. 
courses in Art, Piano, Voice, Violin, Home Economics, and commercial subjects. 

Applications for 1947-1948 session should be made now. 

For catalogue, write William C. Pressly, President, Peace College, Raleigh, 
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DID YOU KNOW 


—that in the older young people's 
departments of Southern Presby- 
terian Sunday schools only 65% are 
in the standard ages from 18 to 24, 
and that 16% are from 15 to 17 years 
of age, and 19% are 25 years or 
older. 








By R. L. ST. CLAIR 








Long Session opens September 15. 


SCHREINER INSTITUTE 


A Military High School and Junior College for Boys. 
College Departments accredited through Southern Association. 
trolled by Southern Presbyterian Church. 

Reservations now being received. 
rates and separate quarters for veterans. 
THE REGISTRAR, Box U, Kerrville, Texas. 
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tion of Schools of Music, American Association 
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Maryville, Tennessee 











the $27,000,000 Restoration Fund cam- 
paign, of many evidences of stirring and 
achievement throughout the denomi- 
nation—and throughout the world. He 
declared, “‘There are many sorts of evi- 
dence that a flood tide of faith is be- 
ginning. Reports of spiritual stirrings 
over the world—the trends of Christian 
history and the conditions of the 
modern mind in these postwar years 
conjoin to give us hope and expectancy. 
God is throwing open the gates of new 
life to the world and it is the church’s 
duty to lead his children through.” 


Harmon Ramsey Elected 
Moderator of Synod 


Harmon B. Ramsey, Bluefield, First 
church pastor, was elected moderator of 
the synod, succeeding Aubrey N. Brown, 
whose sermon, ‘‘Nothing But the Cross 
of Christ,’’ opened the meeting. Robert 
R. Gray, Union, was named stated clerk, 
succeeding the late W. A. Benfield, and 
Robert Ray, Oak Hill, was elected per- 
manent clerk. Synod liked the idea of 
meeting in June so well that it adopted 
the plan as its usual custom, though 
next year’s meeting will per force be 
held on the second Monday in Septem- 
ber in the Second church, Htintington, 
when that congregation celebrates its 
50th birthday. The USA synod was 
enthusiastic about the joint arrange- 
ment and voted to meet at the same time 
and place next year, hoping the US 
group would do the same, but plans were 
not made in time for this. 


Conference Attendance 
Marks Up a Record 


Hard on the heels of synod came the 
largest youth conference in its history, 
with 450 young people and leaders at 
Davis and Elkins, under the direction 
of William E. Crane. Marshall Doggett, 
former Navy chaplains, now at William- 
son, is to be the conference director 
next year. 





STAMMER? 


This new 128-page book, “Stammering, 
Its Cause and Correction,” describes the 
Bogue Unit Method for scientific 
correction of stammering and 
stuttering — successful for 45 
years. ree —no obligation. 


Benjamin N. Bogue, Dept. 5810 Circle 
Tewer, Indianapolis 4, Ind, 
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Two Books That Deserve a Place in 
rr / 
* 
, Every American Heart and Home— 
a BOTH FOR ON LY $] 89 (Retail value nearly $8.00) 
1m- 
al HOME COUNTRY 
mi- By Ernie Pyle 
He Here’s the year’s most exciting literary event — 
evi- a huge collection of the stories Ernie Pyle wrote 
b on his famous five-year trip into every nook and 
al corner of the United States! Yes—here is this be- 
ngs loved writer’s report on Americans—a fascinat- 
tian ing picture of their joys and sorrows, ambitions 
the and dreams—the book Ernie himself said he liked 
best! Publisher’s price is $3.75, but upon joining 
“ars the Family Reading Club you get your copy, plus 
ney. a copy of “Treasures of the Kingdom”— BOTH 
new for only $1.89. 
ch’s TREASURES of the KINGDOM 
T. Everett Harré, Editor 
You will want to keep this wonderful anthology 
of the world’s finest stories of faith, hope and 
love next to the family Bible itself! For these 
beautiful, ageless stories of courage gained 
‘irst through faith, of suffering borne by hope, of life 
sy ia made joyous through love will be read again 
and again as never-failing springs of spiritual 
wn, strength. Publisher’s price is $3.98, but you get 
ross your copy, plus a copy of Ernie Pyle’s “Home 
bert Country”— BOTH for only $1.89 when you join 
woes the Family Reading Club, as explained below. 
and A SPECIAL OFFER TO NEW MEMBERS OF THE 
pee- “Ie is Americana of the A magnificent anthology 
a of humblest sort, warm and ¢ of like “Treasures of the 
ted earthy, scintillating with GH l Cl LN. Kingdom” is published but 
Dp humor. d ; once in a decade! Among 
ugh —Chicago Tribune phe peer of these won- 
2 be “*Home Country’ will be erful stories you will find 
bias welcomed with Joy by all You are invited to accept both of these __—‘The Finest Book Each Month bere Leo Tobasy, seein 
Pyle — 4 ~ es wonderful new books for only $1.89 as Each month publishers are invited to Gibbs, Jerome K. Jerome, 
ston, panorama of rural and par- a special inducement for joining the submit books they believe will meet the Stephen Vincent Benét, 
3 its ticularly western America. Family Reading Club now! We make Family Reading Club standards. Our Anatole France, Mary Rob- 
was It is ‘human interest’ writ: this special offer to demonstrate the kind Board of Editors then selects the book erts Rinehart and many, 
ing, personal andcheerful. f di 7 a ; 4 ioalantiealll many others. There are 
_N. Y. Times of reading entertainment you will re- it can recommend most enthusiastically twenty-nine stories in the 
age ceive as a member. The Family Reading to members — books to be read with collection — some of them 
time “If you're doubtful about Club was founded to find for you among _ pleasure, remembered with delight, and among the most inspiring 
US cme Mean pe dbo all the thousands of books published retained permanently in your home ely Pere anne 
ween conciously aad comforvably each year just those which can meet the _ library. These are books that will strive still popular religious nov- 
reassuring book.” high Club standards of interest, enter- for the majesty and beauty of such class- els. 533 big pages—large, 
—N. Y. Herald Tribune tainment and enjoyment without resort- ics as “Random Harvest,” “The Robe,” readable type throughout. 
ing to sensationalism! “My Friend Flicka.” 
ae SS SS SS a A a a a ee a 
BOOKS FOR THE FAMILY AT ENORMOUS SAVINGS MAIL COUPON a | 
There is no charge for membership of books for only $1.89 each instead : -... 2s { 
in the Family Reading Club. You pay of the publishers’ prices of $2.50 to “Home Country” and » BOTH FOR $1 89 
> the only $1.89 each (plus postage and $4.00 saves you 25% to 35% of your ‘Treasures of the Kingdom ONLY © fe 3 
tory, handling charge) for the books you book money. And when the value of Family Beating Soe, Dept. 7-PO 
. ° ee A . . Mineola, New York 
"3 at purchase after reading the book review the “bonus” books is figured in, you | Slenas ensell ene in the Deaglty Bacding Cheb enteced an “Mines j 
which will come to your home each actually save as much as 50%! Country” and ‘‘Treasures of the Kingdom” for which you will bill 
ction month. It is mot necessary to purchase Z ' me $1.89 plus postage. Each month you will send me a review } 
ett, a book every month — only four each Join Now — Send No Money of the Club’s forthcoming selection—which I may accept or reject 
i ty Me ‘i , . as I choose. For every four Club selections I purchase, you will 
liam- year to retain your membership! All If you believe in a book club which send me an extra book free as a bonus. There are no membership | 
selections are new, complete, well- will appeal to the finer instincts ‘of dues or fees—only the requirement that } accept a minimum of 
ector printed and well-bound; each will be every member of your family, let us : Tos on selections during the coming twelve months at only | 
# - ; ; 4 -89 each, plus postage and handling. 
a real addition to your library. And introduce you to the Family Reading 
your books will be delivered right to Club by sending you “Home Country” | Mer. | 
your door by the postman! and “Treasures of the Kingdom” — Miss "(Please Print) 
” " both for only $1.89! Just mail coupon. ] MN MN I 52562055 savach-ossapse>~to dean toate i 
Free “Bonus” Books H : lien? . : 
owever, as we must limit our mem City ae a) 
The Family Reading Club distributes bership to the number of books con- ‘ Age, if 1 
1g. a “bonus” book free for each four tracted for, we urge you to mail the eae aaa eases gn , a wessesseses 
he Club selections you take. The purchase coupon NOW! a =p a aD ee =— a _——s oil 
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S. C. Churches Push 
Forward Many Plans 


South Carolina News Letter 


Since the end of the war many 
churches in South Carolina have been 
planning building programs. In Flor- 
ence the First church is thinking of 
moving to the western part of the city. 
The Myrtle Beach congregation has out- 
grown its building, and the members of 
the new Ocean Drive Beach church will 
need a building soon. At Marion and 
Hartsville new educational buildings are 
planned. The Lake City church has re- 
stored its interior and made other 
changes following a fire at the first of 
this year. The Moncks Corner church 
was dedicated May 11. The First church, 
Charleston, has completed the installa- 
tion of its new organ, while West Whit- 
ner Street chapel of Anderson’s Cen- 
tral church will soon be completed. 
Most challenging project in Enoree Pres- 
bytery just now is the erection of a 
new building for the McCutcheon Me- 
morial church which serves the Monarch 
and Ottary mill villages at Union. The 
industrial development in Bethel Pres- 
bytery around Rock Hill and Lancaster 
presents a strong challenge for new 
work there. In North Augusta the Fair- 
view church will have a seating capacity 
of 225. Spartanburg has seen the or- 
ganization of the Routh Memorial and 





INVEST IN YOUNG LIFE 
For particulars, write 


Dr. W. B. Guerrant, Pres. 


Austin College 


Sherman, Texas 


Founded 1849 





The Austin College Association Hall 
is the oldest student YMCA building 
west of the Mississippi River 





Roseland churches. In Greenville plans 
are being made to organize a new 
church on the Augusta road. The Ocean 
Drive Beach church, established through 
the efforts of Cecil D. Brearley, of 
Myrtle Beach, and Hubert Wardlaw, ot 
Conway, has been organized by Pee Dee 
Presbytery, with a charter membership 
of about forty. J. A. Kirstein, of Co- 
lumber Seminary, is preaching there this 
summer. 


McSween Talks to P. C. Graduates 
About Demands of Southern Citizenship 


The fifty-two graduates of Presby- 
terian College were told by John Mc- 
Sween, of the Fourth church, Green- 
ville, that ‘although it may have un- 
pleasant implications for us in the 
South, we cannot hold from the privi- 
leges of citizenship any group of peo- 
ple merely because of the pigment of 
their skin. . . Your country calls you 
to preserve these things from the past, 
things that have made America great 
attention to home, equality of oppor- 
tunity, freedom of political action, edu- 
cation, and religion.” 





Anderson White and Negro Ministers 
Unite in Comunity-Wide Efforts 


During the spring, the white and 
Negro ministers of Anderson County ap- 
pointed committees to consult about the 
formation of a joint ministers’ associ- 
ation. As a result the first joint meet- 
ing was held at the end of April in the 
Salem Presbyterian church. Ss. M. 
Miller, of the Thompson Centennial 
Methodist church, is president of the 
group. Discussion at the first meeting 
was on, “‘How can the churches help 
solve the delinquency problems of An- 
derson?” From this meeting was sent 
a white-Negro committee of five to visit 
the parks and playgrounds committee 
of the city council to talk over recre- 
ational facilities for the city’s youth. 
This joint ministers’ association. it is 
planned, will meet quarterly, while 
Negro ministers now meet weekly and 
white ministers monthly. Stimulus for 





INTERESTING FACTS 
ABOUT MILK 


A glass of warm milk before you 
retire will help you sleep better! 


Vianna 
DAIRY CO. 


“The Home of Better Milk” 
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the new movement came from R. B. 
Eleazer, of the Methodist General Edu- 
cation Board, who suggested establish- 
ment of a bridge between the leaders 
ot the community. 


Program for Youth Makes Good 
Progress With Presbyterian Leaders 

Anderson was again in the news with 
a radio open forum discussion on ‘‘What 
can be done for the youth of Ander- 
son?’’ <A dozen representative people of 
the community, including two Presby- 
terian ministers discussed this question. 
Other evidences of current interest in 
providing more adequate recreational 
facilities for youn gpeople there is the 
organization at the First church of a 
youth center called ‘“‘The Hi-Spot,”’ with 
twice-a-week meetings. Larger plans, 
however, look toward a central YMCA 
in a $350,000 building. Samuel §. 
Wiley, pastor of the First church, is 
chairman of the board of directors. In 
addition to these plans, Anderson has a 
thorough-going recreational program 
going in three city parks and a city- 
wide junior baseball league under the 
direction of Joel Dendy, also a Presby- 
terian. 


Miscellany 
South Carolina’s synod and synodical 
will meet jointly for many of their ses- 
sions in Columbia, September 23-24. 
A radio institute on “religious 
broadcasting was held in Charleston re- 
cently. Robert E. Speer will lead 
a week’s services at the First church, 
Anderson, November 16-21, following 
and climaxing a large-scale visitation 
drive and church loyalty campaign... . 
The Indiantown County Church Award 
has been established to be given an- 
nually to the member of the middle 
class at Columbia Seminary who does 
the most outstanding work in country 
church or field during the summer fol- 
lowing his middle year. Twenty- 
one churches in Columbia have pe- 
titioned the city council asking .discon- 
tinuance of Sunday commercial enter- 
tainment. Simultaneous revival meet- 
ings were held recently by the fourteen 
Baptist churches in and near Charleston. 
Gipsy Smith, Jr., was in North Charles- 
ton and F. Crossley Morgan was in 
Charleston in May. 
EDWARD GQG. LILLY. 
Charleston. 


Bus Bill Dies in Texas 


Austin, Texas. (RNS)—Senate Bill 
26, authorizing trustees of all school 
districts, common or independent, to 
furnish transportation of pupils in paro- 
chial, denominational or private schools, 
died when the Texas legislature ad- 
journed here. 

Failure of the bill was apparent sev- 
eral months before adjournment when 
it was attacked by several church 
groups. Texas Baptists led the opposi- 
tion with the Methodist Conference join- 
ing in. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


Job Faces the Problem of Suffering 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JULY 20 


Printed Text: Job 1:8; 2:7-10; 


We have this week our third and con- 
cluding lesson on the Book of Job. As 
we have seen, the Book deals with the 
problem of human suffering, more par- 
ticularly with the suffering of the 
righteous. But its discussion of this 
problem has a far greater application 
and value. There is indeed no mystery 
in God’s dealing with men, no difficulty 
in God’s providence, no hard thing in 
God’s revelation that will not be helped 
by a thoughtful consideration of the ex- 
perience of this man Job. 

The truth is presented to us by means 
of a great drama. There was in the 
land of Uz a man whose name was Job, 
the wealthiest, the most influential, the 
best man in all that region. Satan, how- 
ever, charges in the high court of 
heaven that Job is good only because it 
pays him to be good, because God re- 
wards his goodness with prosperity. He 
insists that if God’s favor is withdrawn, 
if Job’s possessions are destroyed, if 
Job’s life is endangered, that Job will 
renounce God to his face. And so the 
great test is arranged, and the blow 
falls in two parts. The first blow strips 
Job of all his goods, his sons and his 
daughters are destroyed; the second 
blow destroys his health. 

After he has suffered for several 
months all alone, an outcast from home 
and society, three friends come to give 
him sympathy and support. But Job’s 
awful wretchedness startles them; the 
dreadful disease with which he is af- 
flicted means to them only one thing, 
the vengeance of God; so instead of con- 
doling with him, they sit silent and dis- 
mayed, and for seven days not a word 
is spoken. When the seven days are 
ended Job himself breaks ‘the silence 
and curses, not God nor his three 
friends, but the day on which he was 
born. If he was only born to suffer 
thus, why was he born into the world 
at all? 

It is the note of complaint that Job 
here sounds against the providence of 
God that at last stirs his friends to 
speak, and becomes the starting point 
of the great debate which covers the 
major portion of the book, The three 
friends unite in saying that Job has 
been guilty of some terrible sin which 
is the explanation of all his misfortunes. 
They hold to the theory, which even yet 
has not disappeared from the world, 
that all suffering is sent as the penalty 
of sin, and that misfortune is always a 
sign of God’s displeasure. Now Job 
knows that he is a sinner in the sight 
of God, but he also knows that there is 
ho special sin in his life which has 


19:7-10; 42:1-5; James 5:11. 


brought down the wrath of God in such 
signal fashion on his head. He is the 
first man in the Bible to run up against 
the doctrine that all misfortune is the 
sign of God’s displeasure, and he strikes 
at it with all his might. But his three 
friends refuse to be convinced, and as 
the debate proceeds it grows more and 
more bitter. So God is introduced and 
he is given the final word. 


Intervention of Elihu, 32-37. 


But before God appears on the scene 
another character is presented for a 
moment, This personage is Elihu, a 
young man with all of a young man’s 
conceit. Elihu has been listening with 
growing impatience to the fruitless dis- 
cussion between Job and his friends and 
feels now that he must intervene and 
set both parties right or, as he himself 
puts it, he will simply burst from pent 
up emotion. Job has longed for an 
umpire who might settle the matter. 
Elihu says that he will be that umpire 
and is so sure of his superior knowledge 
and has so much conceit that he takes 
up most of his speech in telling us what 
he is going to say when once he gets 
started. Elihu seems at times to be a 
humorous character, introduced _ to 
break the sustained solemnity of the 
book as a whole. But in spite of his 
tremendous conceit the words of Elihu 
are filled with great wisdom and beauty. 
He has been dissatisfied with the three 
friends who had seen nothing in suffer- 
ing but the punishment of sin; but at 
the same time he had been dissatisfied 
with Job, who, in the heat of the dis- 
cussion, had pronounced it an arbitary 
and meaningless affliction on the part 
of God. He shows that all affliction has 
a disciplinary value, that it is not al- 
ways a token of God’s displeasure, but 
often a measure of his grace; that it is 
not merely punitive but also curative. 
The great task of Elihu, however, was 
to prepare the way for the coming of 
God. Even while he is speaking the 
clouds are gathering in the sky, the 
lightnings flash, the thunders roar, and 
out of the rushing wind there comes the 
voice of the Almighty. 


God’s Address to Job, 38-41. 


Before he is through, God makes it 
plain that Job was right in his magnifi- 
cent protest against the idea that all 
suffering is the exact penalty of sin. The 
three friends are rebuked not only for 
their folly but also for their sin, in 
their self-righteous accusations brought 
against a noble servant of the Lord 
(42:7-9). But God does much more 
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than that. He addresses himself pri- 
marily to Job, who had been disturbed 
and perplexed because he, a righteous 
man, had been made to suffer in such 
terrible fashion. And as the argument 
had grown more bitter he had begun to 
complain against the providence of God. 
Now God answers Job in two magnifi- 
cent discourses in both of which he em- 
phasizes the incomprehensible wonder 
of creation and the unsearchable wis- 
dom and unlimited power of its Creator. 

As we read these words over for the 
first time it may seem to us that God 
has given us no help, that he has not 
even touched the heart of the problem. 
But as we read them over again and 
again we begin to realize that he has 
given us the only answer that God can 
give, or rather, the only reason that man 
can understand, God does not talk away 
from the point when he talks about the 
mystery of creation. Instead of discus- 
sing the mystery of suffering and bandy- 
ing arguments back and forth with man 
as if he and man were on the same 
moral plane, he says in effect: ‘Job, 
you have been agonizing over one 
special point in the moral order until 
you have narrowed yourself and over- 
looked the greatness of God. You have 
been disturbed over one little problem 
in life. Lift up your eyes and look at 
the universe and see how mighty is its 
Creator, how incomprehensible is his 
creation and how beneficent is the provi- 
dence that daily sustains it. Why do 
you seek to understand the mystery of 
your suffering, and why are you dis- 
turbed when you fail? As a matter of 
fact, in all of God’s universe what is it 
that you do understand? Can you say 
that you understand anything? When 
you have begun to understand Almighty 
God, who has created heaven and earth, 
and who daily sustains it by his provi- 
dence then and only then may you un- 
derstand God’s dealing with his crea- 
tures.’’ 


Job’s Reply, 42:1-6. 

Then Job answered Jehovah and said, 
“I know that thou canst do all things, 
and that no purpose of thine can be re- 
strained” (Revised Version). “The 
meaning is that there is no purpose 
which the Almighty cannot carry out. 
Though literally the words seem merely 
an acknowledgement of power, they are 
also an admission of wisdom, the plans 
or purposes of which may be beyond the 
understanding of man (vs. 3).” Evi- 
dently the exhibition of the divine wis- 
dom as it operates in nature has led Job 
to feel that within his own history also 
there is a divine ‘‘thought” or “coun- 
sel,”’ though he is unable to understand 
%. . 

In vs, 3 Job repeats the words of the 
Almighty, which continue to echo in his 
mind (38:2).. He acknowledges that: 
God’s question is a fair one, that his 
former judgments regarding God’s 
operations in the world, and the. rash- 
ness of his language have obscured 
rather than clarified the issue, 
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Some scholars think that vs. 4 breaks 
the unity of the passage and is therefore 
an interpolation. Davidson points out 
that Job is once more repeating the 
words of the Almighty (38:3; 40:7). 
“The verse is closely connected with 
verse § which suggests under what feel- 
ing Job repeats the words of God to 
him. He recites the divine challenge 
and puts it away from him—‘Declare 
unto thee! (vs. 4) that be far from me; 
I had heard of thee with the hearing of 
the ear, but now mine eye seeth thee.’ ”’ 
Or it may be, as some think, that Job 
confesses his own ignorance, and in- 
treats the Almighty to instruct him. 
“Declare unto thee! that be far from 
me, Hear, I beseech thee and I will 
speak—not to instruct, not to complain, 
but to learn, I will demand of thee and 
declare thou unto me." Job’s former 
knowledge of God, though he had prided 
himself upon it (chapters 12-13), seems 
to him now only such a knowledge as 
one gets second-hand, by hearsay, con- 
fused and defective. His present knowl- 
edge is that of eyesight, immediate and 
full. In verse 6 we have the effect of 
this deeper knowledge. The object of 
abhor is not expressed in the Hebrew. 
The R. V. Mg. is more probably correct: 
‘“‘Wherefore I abhor or loathe my words 
—that is, my former language or de- 
meanor—and repent in dust and ashes.” 

So God does not solve the problem for 
Job (or for us), but as Dr. C. Alphonso 
Smith once said, he removes it. He 
does not explain the problem, but he 
greatens it away. The debate had not 
settled anything for Job because we 


seldom arrive at a_ spiritual truth 
through debate, It must come through 
experience, And so long as Job debated 


he saw God in only one little mystery 
which he could not understand. Now 
he sees God in all the mystery of the 
universe and he is satisfied. “I had 
heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, 
now mine eye seeth thee; wherefore I 
loathe my former demeanor and repent 
in dust and ashes.” 


As A. S. Peake has pointed out: ‘Job 
does not know now, any more than be- 
fore, why he suffers. But his ignorance 
no longer tortures him, he does not wish 
to know, for he has escaped into a re- 
gion where such problems exist no 
longer. He has attained peace and 
knows that all is well, though he does 
not know or care to know how it is pos- 
sible. ... Here so far as Job was con- 
cerned the book might have closed. He 
could go forward in pain and penury, 
still mocked by the base, still suspected 
by the good. He needed no outward 
confirmation of the assurance he had 
won in the vision of God. But is God 
to leave his loyal servant, who has won 
his wager with Satan for him, who has 
blessed him in bereavement and uttered 
the language of resignation in his pain 
(1:21), who has held fast his integrity 
and refused to curry favor with him by 
flattery, is he to leave him in misery 
now that the cause for misery has 
passed away? What kind of a God 


could he be to do it? The writer could 
not represent Job as rewarded in an- 
other life, for though he turned with 
longing to the thought of immortality 
he could not accept it with any con- 
fidence. Hence it was necessary for God 
to restore him in this life, if he restored 
him at all. Thus the author leaves, not 
only his hero, but his reader reconciled 
to God.” 


The Lesson for Today 


And now what help does Job’s experi- 
ence throw on the problems of our 
modern life? 

We have Job’s problem. There is 
much of God’s dealing with us that we 
cannot understand. Into our lives there 
comes sickness, disappointment, death; 
heavy grief of one sort or another drives 
its plowshare deep into our hearts, We 
cannot reconcile the blow with God’s 
fatherly love. And our difficulty is only 
deepened as we look out upon the world. 
Wretchedness and desolation have been 
born into millions of homes throughout 
the world. Sometimes we lift our eyes 
to heaven and wonder why God permits 
us to suffer so; and sometimes we grow 
rebellious and say that God is not just 
or he would not permit such pain and 
misery. 

Much of it we know is due to human 
sin: much of it, we recognize, will work 
in the end toward our own good. But 
though in purified lives, in greater sor- 
row saved, in its bearing on God’s larger 
plan for the universe, and in many other 
ways, we can see at times God’s loving 
purpose behind the sufferings that we 
bear, there are occasions when such 
comfort is of no avail. 

It is in such times as these, when all 
human consolation is of no avail, when 
our human understanding is but a blind 
groping in the dark, it is then that we 
need to have Job’s vision of God. Then, 
if at any time, we need to say as Job 
did, ‘‘I had heard of thee by the hear- 
ing of the ear, but now mine eye seeth 
thee.’’ 

First of all, we need to see God, to 
be filled full with the presence of God. 
It is the experience of God that we need, 
not any arguments about God and his 
dealings with men, because religion is 
essentially trust in a person. 10d is 
the unseen friend, the spiritual presence 
who calls us in ideals, warns us in re- 
morse, renews us with his pardon, and 
comforts us with his power. God is the 
spirit of righteousness whose victories 
we see in every moral gain and allied 
with whom we have solid hopes of moral 
victory. God is the one who holds in- 
deed the far stars in his hand and yet 
in fellowship with whom each humblest 
son of man may find strength to do and 
to endure with constancy and fortitude 
and deathless hope. That is God. 
Blessed is the man that taketh refuge 
in him. 

In all the mysteries of life we need 
to see God, but especially do we need 
to see him as Job did in the greater 
mystery of the universe, The fishermen 


JULY 14, 1947 


of Breton have a saying, ‘Our skiffs are 
so little and the sea is so big.”” When 
our skiffs are tossed about and we fail 
to see the reason why, let us think of 
the mystery and the enigma of the sea. 
For the best cure for a little mystery 
is a great mystery. And when we are 
troubled by the little mystery of God’s 
dealing with us, it helps us to think of 
the indissoluble mystery of the universe, 
Our minds are finite. God’s mind is in- 
finite. We can never understand or 
comprehend the infinite mind of God. 

But there is one thing that we can do. 
J. Wilbur Chapman told of a man who 
stood one morning on one of the high- 
est peaks of the Rocky Mountains, 
bathed in the sunlight of a perfect day. 
He looked down and saw a tremendous 
storm raging in the valley below. As 
he was looking down, suddenly up from 
the dark clouds there came a_ black 
body. He looked again, and still a third 
time, and the great black object became 
a Rocky Mountain eagle measuring 
seven feet from tip to tip of its wings. 
“As I looked,” he said, “the eagle 
mounted higher and higher, clear above 
the clouds, and fighting his way through 
the storm, soared high above my head, 
every feather wet with the rain drops, 
and every rain drop sparkling like a 
jewel in the sunlight, and I stood watch- 
ing until it was lost in the face of the 
sun.”’ 

There are times when the storm rages 
in the valley, and we cannot dissolve its 
mists. But we can rise above it into 
the sunlight of the presence of God. 

Our boat is adrift on the sea of life. 
We cannot understand whence come the 
waves, or why they come. But with 
God’s help we can make sure that no 
one of them upsets our little craft, that 
each one of them will be one more 
bounding leap on the journey that takes 
us home, 


POINTED LETTER 
(Continued from page 9.) 


try the constitutional separation of 
church and_ state in education is 
“bigotry,” then to say the least Cardinal 
Spellman has a curious idea of the 
meaning of words. 

Effective desire on the part of the 
cardinal to remove the religious tension 
which he says he deplores can be tested 
in a very simple way. Would the ecardi- 
nal be willing, together with a few other 
chosen Roman Catholics of the _heir- 
archy, to sit down at a conference with 
representative Protestant leaders in the 
democratic equality of discussion which 
befits the American spirit in the name 
of which he says he is speaking? If he 
would not do this, what reason could he 
give?—-W. Russell Bowie, in The 
Churchman. 


£ 


We can be sure that God means to 
have his way with this sorely troubled 
world of ours; but much is going to de- 
pend upon you and me.—Bishop Charles 
K. Gilbert. 








WANTED: Assistant Dietitian. Young 

woman with training and experience pre- 

ferred. Work begins August fifteenth on 

ten months basis. Mary Baldwin College, 
Staunton, Virginia. 
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BOOK NOTES 


A LIFE FOR THE CONGO. By Julia 
Lake Kellersberger. Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York. 171 pp. $2.00. 

The life story of Althea Brown Ed- 
minston leads from a small farm in 
Alabama to the Belgian Congo. The 
story is told in a way that makes vivid 
poth the character of Mrs. Edminston 
and the life of a missionary in the 
Belgian Congo. The slight, uncon- 
sciously patronizing air felt in the de- 
scriptions of life in Alabama disappears 
when the scene moves to Africa. There 
the Christian personality of Mrs. Ed- 
minston towers. There the author’s 
graphic powers of description are 
brought to bear upon both places and 
people in scenes which sometimes shift 
too quickly from Africa to America and 
back again, but which always remain 
scenes alive with vital personalities and 
beautiful pageantry. 





Mrs. Kellersberger’s keen observation 
and great gifts as a story teller have 
been joined with careful research to pro- 
duce this book. The subject is in itself 
worthy of the author’s greatest skill. 
She has given a sensitive interpretation 
of a Christlike character. The adven- 
tures of a small child in a self-respecting 
family on an Alabama farm are told as 
well as the struggles of a student to 
attain an education in the face of great 


obstacles. The delights of journeying 
to new lands are given. The life of a 
missionary, with its adventure, its 


monotony, its heart-breaking disappoint- 
ments and soul-lifting successes, moves 
by vividly. The reader shares the life 
on the station, experiences pleasure at 
Mrs. Edminston’s quick sense of humor, 
is filled with sympathy at the way she 
bears the sorrow of separation from her 
children, and with admiration for her 
tireless efforts to produce a Baluba 
grammar in the midst of constant in- 
terruptions. The life of a teacher, a 
lecturer, a nurse, a wife, mother, friend, 
hostess, and writer is told so well that 
fun-loving, capable, Christian Althea 
Brown Edminston becomes real. The 
reader closes the book with a feeling of 
gratitude for the discovery of a new 
friend. MYRTLE WILLIAMSON. 
Richmond, Va. 


THE OLD TESTAMENT IN 
NEW TESTAMENT. 
Tasker. The Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia. 176 pages. $2.00. 

The author deplores the modern neg- 
lect of the Old Testament, and stresses 
the essential unity of the whole Bible. 
The Bible is the book of God’s cove- 
nant with his people; with Israel un- 
der the Old Covenant, with the church, 
the New Israel, under the New Cove- 
nant—the Old and the New being essen- 
tially one. Through overlooking Is- 
rael, men have almost lost their vision 
of the church. It is only through a 
comprehensive grasp of the whole Scrip- 
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ture in its unity that the New Testa- 
ment can be properly understood. This 
book is a most helpful and illuminating 
guide toward such a grasp. In the 
words of a reviewer of an earlier book 
by the same author, it is “at one and 
the same time scholarly and evangeli- 


cal.”’ E. D. KERR. 
Decatur, Ga. 
RITUAL: PSYCHOANALYTIC 


STUDIES. By Theodor Reik. Published 
by Farrar, Straus and Company, New 
York, 1946. $5.00. ; 

This is an American edition of four 
studies which were published in Ger- 
man in 1919. The author was closely 
associated with Sigmund Freud, who 
wrote the preface to this book. These 
studies are applications of the Freu- 
dian principles to two primitive and two 
Jewish rituals. In the study of cou- 
vade (male child-bed) and puberty rites 
among primitive peoples, he has made 
extensive use of data gathered by Hart- 
land, Tyler, and Frazer, contrasting 
common interpretations with the re- 
sults of his study of the unconscious 
element held to be exhibited but not 
understood by the participants. The 
familiar Freudian pattern is assumed as 
the key to the meaning of the rites: 
obscure impulses struggling against the 
ego to reach expression, the incest com- 
plex, and religion as a set of restric- 
tive measures arising as a_ reaction 
against a primal misdeed of murderous 
hate of ‘“‘the father-god.”’ To this re- 
viewer the pattern seems forced. Often 
a simple explanation accounts for the 
facts, but the writer uniformly insists 
on the complex Freudian account. In 
the case of the death-wish, said to be 
universal with the father toward his 
new-born child, it seems strange that 
the so-called protective measures are 
so generally effective against the mur- 
der of the offspring. 

Reik’s analysis of the “Kol Nidre’”’ 
hymn and its relation to the celebra- 
tion of the Day of Atonement shows 
understanding and great familiarity 
with Jewish lore, but again the Freu- 
dian pattern is imposed as the magic 
formula. He achieves an ingenuous so- 
lution but it is not dependent on the 
method employed. The study of the 





com, RS 


YOUR CHURCH NAME on 
our National mailing list will give 
(you information on the LATEST 








Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


~~ JJahonal 





15 


“Shofar” follows. the 
same plan. 
LAURENCE F. KINNEY. 


Memphis, Tenn. 


(rams’ horn) 


MEN OF MIGHT. By Henry Tucker 
Graham. Published by The Historical 
Publication Society, Philadelphia, Pa. 
54 pages. 

Lovingly, carefully, in chaste and 
well chosen English, with a wealth of 
telling anecdote, Dr. Graham, one-time 
president of Hampden-Sydney College, 
has given us a character sketch, with 
essential biographical data, and with 
due attention to the religious element, 
of five notable Virginians—George 
Washington, Robert E. Lee, Stonewall 
Jackson, Woodrow Wilson, and John 
Randolph. No one, old or young, can 
read these polished addresses without 
being both interested and inspired. 

ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 


DISTINUISHED NEGROES ABROAD. 
By Beatrice Jackson Fleming and Ma- 
rion Jackson Pryde. The Associated 
Publishers, Washington, D. C. 272 pp. 
$2.65. 

Designed as a supplement to the 
study of the Negro in junior and senior 
high school, this book presents the 
story of outstanding Negroes in other 
countries than ours, with the purpose 
of demonstrating the ability of this 
race to make noteworthy accomplish- 
ments when given an opportunity. The 
work is of unequal value, combining 
what seems to be folk-lore with genu- 
ine biography, but its inclusion of such 
well-known persons as Alexander Du- 
mas and Alexander Pushkin insures its 
right to a place as resource material 
for the teacher who is concerned with 
the fallacy of racial inferiority of the 
Negro people. 

RACHEL HENDERLITE. 
Richmond, Va. 
fa ————————_—_____,? 


Your Book Stores 


The Presbyterian Book Stores 
are operated by the Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication as a 
service to the membership of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. Any 
book in print may be secured from 
them. Supplies for church and 
Sunday school are handled by 
them, Correspondence about your 
special needs and interests will be 
welcomed. Free catalogs upon re- 
quest. Profits are devoted to the 
Religious Education program of 
the Church. 





Richmond 9, Va., or Dallas 1, Tex. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 








Leon Anderson, honor student and re- 
cent graduate of the theological depart- 
ment of Stillman Institute, is the new 
pastor at the Amay James church, Char- 
lote, N. C., residing at 445 Fairview 
Homes. 


The Homer A. Spencers, Rockingham, 
N. C., have accepted as mission- 
aries to Mexico and will begin their lan- 
guage study at Montreat this month. 


J. Hoge Smith, Jr., Olivia, N. C., will 
become pastor of the Cedar Springs 
church, RFD 7, Knoxville, Tenn., Au- 
gust 1. 

G, H. Enfield from Graham, N. C., to 
Taneytown, Md. 

L. K. Foster from Greenville, Ala., 
to the pastorate of the Uniontown, Ala., 
church. 

R. A. Harrison from 
Okla., to Eagletown, Okla. 

Hugh W. McCutchan from Patton- 
ville, Mo., to 615 Washington St., Can- 
ton, Mo. 

L. CC. Vass, Sr., from Biloxi, Miss., to 
14 Areadia Ave., 
August, has in many previous 

Harold G. Wise, Longview, Texas, will 
become pastor of the Haskell, 
church, July 29. 

Everett H. Phillips, Oxford, Miss., is 
now pastor of the Alexander City, Ala., 
church, Box 96. 

W. Norman from Seminary 
Ave., Richmond, Va., to Apt. 22, 4808 
Old Brook Road, Richmond 22. 


been 


Bennington, 


Decatur, Ga. 


as he 


Texas, 


Cook 


WORSHIP COMMITTEE 

James I. MeCord, 
Theological Seminary, has been ap- 
pointed by the Assembly’s moderator 
to serve with him and the stated clerk, 
as the committee on worship for 
Atlanta Assembly next May. Usual pro- 
cedure would call for Dr. McCord to 
prepare the orders of worship. 


dean of Austin 


the 


DEATHS 

Robert Junius Hunter, Sr., 90, died 
at his home in Gastonia, N. C., June 
18. His last service, before retirement 
in 1940, was at the West Avenue church, 
Gastonia. 

Hal C. Keller, 49, former Army chap- 
lain, serving lately as chaplain of the 
Battey State Hospital, Rome, Ga., died 
of a heart attack May 22. Wartime 
service included a period on the faculty 
of the Army Chaplain’s school at Har- 
vard before he went to Europe. Pas- 
torates were at Greenville and Jessup, 
Ga., and Greenville, S. C. 


DR. KIRK TO LONDON 

Harris E. Kirk, Franklin Street 
church, Baltimore, will be the summer 
preacher at Westminster Chapel, Lon- 
don, for six Sundays during July and 
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August, as he has in many previous 
years. Other engagements of Dr. Kirk 
have included the Pittsburgh Institute 
of Theology late in June and the Prince- 
ton Institute, July 7-15. 


DEPARTMENT STORE’S MINISTER 
Henry M. Edmonds, founder of the 


JULY 14, 1947 
Independent Presbyterian church, Birm- 
ingham, now dean of the Rollins Col- 
Winter Park, Fla., will 
serve as counsellor to the 1,250 em- 
the Loveman, and 


Loeb department store in Birminghain 


lege chapel, 


ployees of 


Joseph 


beginning September 1. 





WESTMINSTER COLLEGE 


A Presbyterian College for Men 
Fulton, Missouri 


Nearly a century of proved ability to 
meet current needs and retain the 
values of a liberal education that is 
Christian, 
Thoroughness in Instruction 
Friendliness on the Campus 





Sound Personal Guidance 


Franc L. McCluer, President 





MARY BALDWIN 
COLLEGE 


STAUNTON, VIRGINIA 


Oldest Southern Presbyterian Col- 


lege for Women 


For information write: 
Mrs. Martha S. Grafton 
Acting President 
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SOUTHWESTERN 
At Memphis 


IN PURPOSE 
IN SCHOLARSHIP 
CHARLES E. DIEHL, PRESIDENT 





DAVIDSON 
COLLEGE 


Davidson, N. C. 


John R. Cunningham, 
President 


Where Religion 
and Education 
Advance 


The Christian Purpose 


Write for Catalogue 











Dedicated to Thoroughness of Instruction 
and Christian Ideals of Service 
Enroll Now for 1948-1949 
Edgar G. Gammon, President, Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
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PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Begin September, January, June or July 
Standard Freshman and Sophomore Courses leading to A. A. or A. S. Degree 
10th, 11th, 12th grades. 
Veterans Refresher. 
Two years Business Administration. 
Private Pilot, Commercial. 
Aircraft and Engine Mechanics. 
Apartments available for married students. 
Registration fee $5.00 


Box B-4, Maxton, N. OC. 
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